
First LEED® Gold certified green winery in New York

 
 

Red Tail Ridge is a boutique winery located in 
the heart of the Finger Lakes on the western 

shore of Seneca Lake. We specialize in limited 
production cool climate wine grapes.

 
Dornfelder 

 
  

Tasting Notes: Earthy mushrooms �ll the glass with a slight 
meatiness followed by dark fruit: currants and plums.  On the 
palate, more dark earth notes emerge but give way to juicy fruit 
as the wine opens up in the glass. Boysenberries burst with dried 
stems of blackberries and so� vanilla. �e wine has an umami 
note mid-palate with brininess and tart cherries to �nish.  
 
Winegrowing: RTR Estate Vineyard �rst planted in 2005. 
 Dornfelder planted in 2006.
 Elevation: Between 580-675 feet. Seneca Lake’s Elevation: 
 443 feet.
 Soil Type:  Calcareous soil types throughout vineyard. �e 
 Dornfelder rows, located on the front end of the vineyard, 
 consists of clay based Honeoye silt loam with 3-10%  
 slopes.
 Viticulture Notes: Trellis-VSP. Shoot thinning, leaf and  
 pulling.
Winemaking: 
 Harvest Date: Hand harvested Sept. 7th, 2015.
 Processing Points: Fermented in open top bins. 100%   
 Malolactic fermentation.
 Aging: Aged for 11 months in older French barrels.

Wine Details: 
 pH: 3.52   ALC: 11.7%   
 TA:  6.4g/L  Cases Produced: 75
 

Vintage Notes: One of the harshest Februarys on record with extreme cold and heavy snow 
fall. �is was followed by a relatively mild spring and summer.  A series of very hot and humid 
episodes during the latter part of veraison  accelerated berry so�ening and ripening across all 
varieties.  �is provided the proper viticultural criteria for the development of high quality noble 
rot, and also shortened the ripening window for all varieties across the board.  We experienced a 
condensed window of harvest that required intense picking and process schedules in order to 
bring in each of our varieties at optimal ripeness.

Red Tail Ridge Winery 
846 State Route 14- Penn Yan, NY 14527 

(315)536-4580, www.redtailridgewinery.com 

RTR Estate Vineyard 

2015


