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Red Tail Ridge is a boutique winery located in 
the heart of the Finger Lakes on the western 

shore of Seneca Lake. We specialize in limited 
production cool climate wine grapes.
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Dornfelder

 
  

Tasting Notes: Aromatics of cocoa nib, concentrated plums, bark, 
boysenberries and dried cranberry.  Notes of wet earth, vanilla and 
menthol follow.  Flavors of black cherries, nutmeg, dried leaves and 
seedy wild strawberries, with minor notes of smoked ham and 
tobacco present themselves on the palate.  �e mouthfeel is chalky 
with a sinewy grip midpalate that is emphasized by lip smacking 
acidity which carries through the �nish.

Winegrowing: RTR Estate Vineyard. First planted in 2005.
 Elevation: Between 580-675 feet.  Seneca Lake’s Elevation:   
 443 feet. 
 Soil Type:  Calcareous soil types throughout vineyard. �e  
 Dornfelder rows are planted on clay based Honeoye silt loam   
 with 3-10% slopes. 
 Viticulture Notes: Trellis-VSP. Shoot thinning, leaf and  
 pulling.

Winemaking: 
 Harvest Date: Hand harvested and sorted on Sept. 9th, 2014.
 Processing Points: Fermented in open top bins. 100%   
 Malolactic fermentation.
 Aging: Aged for 11 months in older French barrels. 

Wine Details: 
 pH: 3.63
 TA:  5.42 g/L
 ALC: 11.3%  
 Produced: 31 cases 
 

Vintage Notes:  �e winter of 2014 was long and cold.  �ere were several episodes of extreme low 
temperatures and a constant blanket of snow in the vineyard.  �ese conditions resulted in a reduced 
number of viable primary buds, which in turn led to reduced yields for all varieties in our estate 
vineyard.  Although fewer clusters were produced, the fruit that remained was highly structured.  Reds 
appeared to have more intense color and texture in comparison to previous vintages.  Comparatively 
speaking, berries of all varieties tended toward thicker skins and �eshier pulp. �e outcome of these 
multiple variables is demonstrated by the greater depth of color and texture in the wine.
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